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          Tai meets with Sen. Brown on Nippon Steel deal
  
  
          “I think U.S. Steel and Nippon thought this was going to be really easy, and they didn’t even bring workers to the table,” the senator told Crain’s Cleveland. “Now they’re finding out how hard this is.”


  
  
          Tue, 5:29 PM  
  

  
      
          U.S., allies launch ‘Blue Dot Network’ for sustainable infrastructure projects
  
  
          “Infrastructure investment is a key enabler of growth, facilitating business opportunities, opening up new markets for trade, and enhancing productivity.”


  
  
          Tue, 4:18 PM  
  

  
      
          Outside voices: How the next president -- whoever it is -- will tackle China
  
  
          Brookings’ Ryan Hass: “Biden would much prefer the 2024 election to be a referendum on Trump’s fitness to hold the office of the president than on the fine points of each candidate’s economic policy approach to China.”


  
  
          Tue, 1:03 PM  
  

  
      
          Mark your calendars
  
  
          A rundown of the week's most noteworthy events.


  
  
          Mon, 4:29 PM  
  

  
      
          Former USTR general counsel joins Wiley Rein
  
  
          Greta Peisch left the agency in January.


  
  
          Mon, 3:46 PM  
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          U.S. agrees to WTO consultations with China on IRA measures  
  
      By    Hannah Monicken    
          The U.S. has accepted China’s request to hold consultations at the World Trade Organization about Inflation Reduction Act measures, the first step in a formal dispute, and revealed some arguments it may advance in defending one of the Biden administration’s signature legislative efforts.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          Climate orgs to DOE: Consider LNG export impacts across supply chains   
  
      By    Oliver Ward    
          As the Energy Department updates the economic and environmental reports used to assess the impacts of potential liquefied natural gas export projects, it should consider the harms inflicted across the full supply chain, including through rigorous environmental justice analysis, a group of climate and civil society groups and companies said on Monday.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          Tai: Administration resolved to be ‘much more intentional’ on trade policy in 2024  
  
      By    Oliver Ward    
          The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative has adopted a “more intentional” approach to trade in the final year of President Biden’s first term, USTR Katherine Tai said on Tuesday.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          Kishida: U.S., Japanese tech investments make economies ‘inseparable’  
  
      By    Brett Fortnam    
          Expanding cross-border investments in critical and emerging technology by the U.S. and Japan are building economic resilience and making the two economies “even more deeply tied and inseparable,” Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said on Tuesday.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          China’s new data export regs address some business concerns  
  
      By    Brett Fortnam    
          China’s newly updated data export regulations in many ways address issues flagged by business groups that raised concerns over earlier, more restrictive drafts, but they may increase the burden on companies that deal with still-undefined “important” data, according to analysts.

  
  

  
      
            
  
          Tai: Trade policy must preserve ‘more space’ for antitrust enforcement  
  
      By    Hannah Monicken    
          One of the key ways in which the Biden administration wants to reimagine international trade policy involves giving antitrust regulators “more space” to operate within their jurisdictions, U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai told an audience of such enforcers on Monday.
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          Commerce’s lifting of transnational subsidy case restriction raises questions  
  
          The Commerce Department’s decision to lift a restriction on investigating transnational subsidies in countervailing duty probes has raised questions among lawyers about how such investigations will proceed -- and whether the new interpretation of a nearly 100-year-old piece of legislation is consistent with U.S. law and World Trade Organization rules.


  

	  
          U.S. makes new push for WTO talks on the interoperability of climate measures  
  
          As more governments implement trade-related climate measures to lower carbon emissions, the World Trade Organization should ensure member discussions on such measures are focused on facilitating interoperability and working through how to calculate “embodied emissions” of goods, the U.S. said in a new submission in Geneva on Thursday.


  



    

  
  
  
  
  
  

      
		


  

  

  


 


  
  
		
		
      
                      
		  
        
  
  
      
          	  
          USTR summary of WTO engagements for the week of April 1  

	  
          U.S., in new communication, urges talks on climate measures at WTO  

	  
          Chinese statement announcing WTO challenge of U.S. credits for EVs  
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          U.S., China launch ‘balanced growth’ exchange  
  
          The U.S. and China will launch exchanges on “balanced growth” as the U.S. urges China to address overcapacity concerns, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on Monday.


  

	  
          Biden, Xi discuss economic issues, de-risking  
  
          President Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping on Tuesday held a wide-ranging phone discussion that was slated to include talk of trade, with Biden due to reiterate U.S. concerns over Chinese government economic practices.


  



    

  
  
  
  
  
  

      
		


  

  

  


 


  
  
		
		
      
                      
		  
        
  
  
      
          	  
          April 2024 Congressional Research Service brief: 'Proposals to Regulate U.S. Outbound Investment to China'  

	  
          2024 National Trade Estimate report on Foreign Trade Barriers  

	  
          USTR Tai statement on China's request for consultations on the Inflation Reduction Act  
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          USTR files RRM requests for reviews of steel, mining facilities in Mexico  
  
          The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative is continuing its aggressive use of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement’s rapid-response mechanism, submitting two requests this week for Mexico to review the potential denial of labor rights at a steel component manufacturer and a mining facility.


  

	  
          Aluminum groups: Step up North American trade enforcement, monitoring  
  
          The U.S., Mexico and Canada must increase efforts to monitor and enforce trade rules to prevent the proliferation of unfairly traded aluminum in the region, several aluminum industry associations told senior officials from the three countries this week.


  



    

  
  
  
  
  
  

      
		


  

  

  


 


  
  
		
		
      
                      
		  
        
  
  
      
          	  
          USTR announcements of successful RRM efforts at separate facilities in Mexico  

	  
          U.S. request for Mexico's review of alleged workers' rights denial at a mining facility in Zacazonapan  

	  
          U.S. request for Mexico's review of the alleged denial of workers' rights at a steel-component fabrication facility  
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          USTR says new National Trade Estimate more in line with ‘statute’s intent’   
  
          The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative’s new National Trade Estimate breaks with past practice by limiting its scope to trade barriers that do not serve legitimate public policy interests, saying it was more closely hewing to its congressional mandate.
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A weekly overview of the policy moves driving the U.S.-China tech competition
    

  
  
  
      
        
      
          U.S. officials head to China with a message: Address overcapacity issues.

  
  
      Posted:    April 5  
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          USTR summaries of texts proposed by the U.S. in Strategic Trade and Investment Partnership talks with Kenya  
  

  
      
          USTR summaries of proposed texts on labor, environment and agriculture in U.S.-Taiwan 21st Century Trade Initiative negotiations  
  

  
      
          U.S.-EU joint statement on the 6th Trade and Technology Council ministerial in Belgium  
  

  
      
          Census report on U.S. trade in goods and services for February 2024  
  

  
      
          USTR notice of additional hearings in supply chain resilience probe  
  

  
      
          2024 National Trade Estimate report on Foreign Trade Barriers  
  

  
      
          USTR announcement of the fourth in-person U.S.-Kenya STIP negotiating round  
  

  
      
          New Commerce regulations on the enforcement and administration of AD and CVD laws  
  

  
      
          House Democrats' letter to Blinken, Tai demanding the removal of ISDS mechanism from CAFTA-DR  
  

  
      
          Joint statement following the first Americas Partnership for Economic Prosperity trade ministers' meeting  
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