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		  Special report: TTC6
After six TTC meetings, stakeholders eyeing ways to shape what comes next

LEUVEN, BELGIUM -- The sixth ministerial meeting of the U.S.-European Union Trade and Technology Council ministerial concluded on Friday with a pledge to consult stakeholders on the future of the forum and build on lessons learned – and many on both sides of the Atlantic are eager to offer feedback.

	
Reporter’s notebook: Wrapping up a sixth Trade and Technology Council summit


	
EU, U.S. and partners bring Europe’s new raw materials ‘club’ into the MSP Forum


	
U.S., EU reaffirm cooperation on emerging tech and green trade, weigh next steps


	
Raimondo, Vestager: Stakeholders must continue what the TTC has started




Full coverage →
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          Mark your calendars
  
  
          A rundown of the week's most noteworthy events.


  
  
          Mon, 4:29 PM  
  

  
      
          Former USTR general counsel joins Wiley Rein
  
  
          Greta Peisch left the agency in January.


  
  
          Mon, 3:46 PM  
  

  
      
          USTR names acting transparency officer
  
  
          Juan Millán, who took over for Greta Peisch as general counsel earlier this year, now has CTO duties as well.


  
  
          Fri, 12:29 PM  
  

  
      
          Our front page: TTC, now and then
  
  
          The top stories from our latest weekly.


  
  
          Fri, 12:07 PM  
  

  
      
          U.S. trade deficit inches up in February
  
  
          The gap was reported at $69 billion, up $1.3 billion since January.


  
  
          Thu, 6:12 PM  
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          China’s new data export regs address some business concerns  
  
      By    Brett Fortnam    
          China’s newly updated data export regulations in many ways address issues flagged by business groups that raised concerns over earlier, more restrictive drafts, but they may increase the burden on companies that deal with still-undefined “important” data, according to analysts.

  
  

  
      
            
  
          Tai: Trade policy must preserve ‘more space’ for antitrust enforcement  
  
      By    Hannah Monicken    
          One of the key ways in which the Biden administration wants to reimagine international trade policy involves giving antitrust regulators “more space” to operate within their jurisdictions, U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai told an audience of such enforcers on Monday.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          White House: Supply chains remain resilient after Baltimore bridge collapse  
  
      By    Jason Asenso    
          The partial closure of the Port of Baltimore following the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge has not significantly disrupted auto and other supply chains, the White House said on Monday.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          U.S., China launch ‘balanced growth’ exchange  
  
      By    Brett Fortnam    
          The U.S. and China will launch exchanges on “balanced growth” as the U.S. urges China to address overcapacity concerns, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on Monday.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          USTR releases Taiwan, Kenya text summaries, cites commitment to transparency   
  
      By    Margaret Spiegelman    
          The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative on Friday released summaries of U.S. negotiating texts in ongoing talks with Taiwan and Kenya, claiming a strong commitment to transparency as lawmakers gear up to grill U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai during hearings later this month – and revealing some potential divergences in Washington’s approaches to labor issues with the two countries.


  
  

  
      
            
  
          DHS to combat illicit textile trade via expanded UFLPA entity list, more audits  
  
      By    Hannah Monicken    
          The Homeland Security Department will crack down harder on illicit trade to “safeguard” the U.S. textile industry by expanding the entity list of companies using forced labor, instigating more customs audits and improving package screening for shipments arriving under the de minimis exemption, the department announced on Friday.
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          Commerce’s lifting of transnational subsidy case restriction raises questions  
  
          The Commerce Department’s decision to lift a restriction on investigating transnational subsidies in countervailing duty probes has raised questions among lawyers about how such investigations will proceed -- and whether the new interpretation of a nearly 100-year-old piece of legislation is consistent with U.S. law and World Trade Organization rules.


  

	  
          U.S. makes new push for WTO talks on the interoperability of climate measures  
  
          As more governments implement trade-related climate measures to lower carbon emissions, the World Trade Organization should ensure member discussions on such measures are focused on facilitating interoperability and working through how to calculate “embodied emissions” of goods, the U.S. said in a new submission in Geneva on Thursday.


  



    

  
  
  
  
  
  

      
		


  

  

  


 


  
  
		
		
      
                      
		  
        
  
  
      
          	  
          USTR summary of WTO engagements for the week of April 1  

	  
          U.S., in new communication, urges talks on climate measures at WTO  

	  
          Chinese statement announcing WTO challenge of U.S. credits for EVs  
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          Biden, Xi discuss economic issues, de-risking  
  
          President Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping on Tuesday held a wide-ranging phone discussion that was slated to include talk of trade, with Biden due to reiterate U.S. concerns over Chinese government economic practices.


  

	  
          China challenges IRA subsidies on renewable energy along with EVs  
  
          China is challenging five tax credits established or modified by the U.S. Inflation Reduction Act at the World Trade Organization, including four related to renewable energy production in addition to the electric vehicle credit, according to Beijing’s official request for consultations, which argues the measures violate several WTO rules.


  



    

  
  
  
  
  
  

      
		


  

  

  


 


  
  
		
		
      
                      
		  
        
  
  
      
          	  
          2024 National Trade Estimate report on Foreign Trade Barriers  

	  
          USTR Tai statement on China's request for consultations on the Inflation Reduction Act  

	  
          Chinese statement announcing WTO challenge of U.S. credits for EVs  
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          USTR files RRM requests for reviews of steel, mining facilities in Mexico  
  
          The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative is continuing its aggressive use of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement’s rapid-response mechanism, submitting two requests this week for Mexico to review the potential denial of labor rights at a steel component manufacturer and a mining facility.


  

	  
          Aluminum groups: Step up North American trade enforcement, monitoring  
  
          The U.S., Mexico and Canada must increase efforts to monitor and enforce trade rules to prevent the proliferation of unfairly traded aluminum in the region, several aluminum industry associations told senior officials from the three countries this week.


  



    

  
  
  
  
  
  

      
		


  

  

  


 


  
  
		
		
      
                      
		  
        
  
  
      
          	  
          U.S. request for Mexico's review of alleged workers' rights denial at a mining facility in Zacazonapan  

	  
          U.S. request for Mexico's review of the alleged denial of workers' rights at a steel-component fabrication facility  

	  
          March 2024 Congressional Research Service brief on USMCA  



    

  
  
  
  
      
      [image: USMCA News]

    

  
  

      
		


  

  

  


 

  

        


                
        
      

    


    
          
        
            
    
  
  
		
		
      
                    FEATURED STORY

                
		  
        
  
  
      
        
      
          USTR says new National Trade Estimate more in line with ‘statute’s intent’   
  
          The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative’s new National Trade Estimate breaks with past practice by limiting its scope to trade barriers that do not serve legitimate public policy interests, saying it was more closely hewing to its congressional mandate.
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A weekly overview of the policy moves driving the U.S.-China tech competition
    

  
  
  
      
        
      
          U.S. officials head to China with a message: Address overcapacity issues.

  
  
      Posted:    April 5  
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Read individual articles or download a PDF of the entire issue using the links below.
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          USTR summaries of texts proposed by the U.S. in Strategic Trade and Investment Partnership talks with Kenya  
  

  
      
          USTR summaries of proposed texts on labor, environment and agriculture in U.S.-Taiwan 21st Century Trade Initiative negotiations  
  

  
      
          U.S.-EU joint statement on the 6th Trade and Technology Council ministerial in Belgium  
  

  
      
          Census report on U.S. trade in goods and services for February 2024  
  

  
      
          USTR notice of additional hearings in supply chain resilience probe  
  

  
      
          2024 National Trade Estimate report on Foreign Trade Barriers  
  

  
      
          USTR announcement of the fourth in-person U.S.-Kenya STIP negotiating round  
  

  
      
          New Commerce regulations on the enforcement and administration of AD and CVD laws  
  

  
      
          House Democrats' letter to Blinken, Tai demanding the removal of ISDS mechanism from CAFTA-DR  
  

  
      
          Joint statement following the first Americas Partnership for Economic Prosperity trade ministers' meeting  
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